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Mike Adams and 
this Panthers 
defense has some 
swagger Scott Fowler, 1B 


LOCAL 

Ex-UNC athlete is 
first US woman in 
40 years to win 
NYC Marathon aa 
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Dayna Gunman kills 26 at 
poll access 


Runde» Texas Church service 


attack 
Pastor’s wife texts from CLT Shooter flees after being 
BY TONY PUGH that their daughter died confronted by armed citizen 


tpugh@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

Not since the death of poll 
taxes and literacy tests in the 
1960s has access to the ballot 
box been so under siege. And as 
the march toward Election Day 
2018 begins, the forces that 
helped abolish those voting 
obstacles appear to be moving in 
the opposite direction. 

Fueled by conservative Su- 
preme Court rulings, GOP poli- 
tics and President Donald 
Trump’s unsubstantiated claims 
of voter fraud, attacks on ballot 
access now threaten to make 
voting more of a privilege in the 
United States than a constitu- 
tional right, say voting rights 
advocates. 

“There appears to be an al- 
most coordinated campaign 
unfolding across the country to 
institute voting suppression 
measures at the local and state 
level,” said Kristen Clarke, ex- 
ecutive director of the Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights 
Under Law. “Whether it’s hos- 
tility, recalcitrance or reckless- 
ness, sadly, we’re seeing many 
efforts to turn back the clock on 
the voting rights of ordinary 


Americans.” 

Those concerns were height- 
ened when Kris Kobach, vice METS MACHER AP 
chairman of Trump’s election Carrie Matula embraces a woman after the deadly shooting Sunday at the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas. Matula said 
fraud commission, revealed in a she heard gunfire from the gas station where she works, which is a block away from the church. 


deposition that he wants to let 
states require proof of citizen- 
ship to register to vote. A 


weren’t authorized to discuss 


spokesman for Rep. Steve King BY JIM VERTUNO the investigation. 

suggested the Republican from Associated Press The U.S. official said Kelley 
Iowa may introduce legislation lived in a San Antonio suburb 
to do so. SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS and doesn’t appear to be linked 


Efforts to make it harder to 
vote can be traced to three re- 


Aman opened fire inside of to organized terrorist groups. 
a church ina small South Tex- The official said investigators 


cent events, including the 2008 as community on Sunday, are looking at social media 
Supreme Court decision in killing 26 people and wounding posts Kelley may have made in 
Crawford v. Marion County that about 20 others in the dead- the days before Sunday’s at- 
upheld Indiana's voter ID law liest mass shooting in the tack, including one that ap- 
and GOP election victories in state’s history, the governor peared to show an AR-15 semi- 
2010 that led to highly partisan said. automatic weapon. 
redistricting and a wave of re- Officials didn’t identify the The Pentagon confirmed 
strictive voting measures. attacker during a news confer- that Kelley had served in the 
Most significant was the high ence Sunday night, but two Air Force previously. 

court’s 2013 decision in Shelby other officials - one a U.S. Authorities said a civilian 
County v. Holder that gutted a official and one in law enforce- with a gun confronted the 
key component of the Voting alia sivas ment - who were briefed on attacker and chased him away. 
Rights Act of 1965, allowing | he sii -~ the investigation identified him The gunman was later found 
nine, mostly southern, states DARREN ABATE AP as Devin Kelley. They spoke to dead in his vehicle. 
with a history of electoral dis- Law enforcement officers gather in front of the church, where 26 the AP on the condition of 

churchgoers were killed during a service. anonymity because they SEE SHOOTING, 7A 
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SPORTS 


HARVICK WINS TO 
CLINCH TITLE SHOT 


Martin Truex Jr. also locked 
in a spot in next week’s 
championship after getting 
passed for the trophy at 
Texas Motor Speedway. 1B 


NATION & WORLD 


TRUMP FOCUSING 
ON NORTH KOREA 


President Donald Trump 
is trying to put a human 
face on North Korea’s 
menace during his visit to 
Japan. 10A 


PEOPLE 


‘THOR: RAGNAROK’ 
FLEXES ITS MIGHT 


The movie thundered to 
one of the year’s best 
box-office debuts with an 
estimated $121 million 
domestically. 2A 
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BROWNLEE 
L JEWELERS 


704-527-1717 Downtown LOCAtHON essen 704-374-0100 

704-542-8691 Lake Norman/Huntersville NorthCross 

704-544-0780 Shopping Center l-77 Exit 25 704-895-1308 

980-225-9681 University Town Shopping Center. 704-593-0888 
803-324-5292 


No limit, bring them all in. 
Not valid with any other offer. 
REPAIR Must have coupon. Lithium 
batteries not included. 
Expires 12/31/17 


Jewelry or Watch Repair of $25.00 or More 
Through 12/31/17. With Coupon 


Not valid on previous repairs or other offers. 
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Facebook www.Brownleejewelers.com Monday-Friday 10:00AM-7:00PM ° Saturday 10:00AM-6:00PM [AREA 


